
Programme 
Montgeroult - Selection from Etudes 
Brahms - 3 Piano Pieces, Op. 118 Nos. 
1-3  
W G Still - The Bells 
Szymanowski - Variations on a Polish 
Theme, Op. 10 

Hélène de Montgeroult (1764-1836) was a French 
composer and pianist who lived an extraordinary life. She 
was born into an aristocratic family, outlived three 
husbands, was involved with exiled political factions in 
the UK, and abducted by Austrian soldiers in Italy. During 
the French Revolution she was interrogated by the 
Committee of Public Safety and only managed to avoid 
execution by improvising a set of variations on the 
Marseillaise that apparently moved the judges to tears. 

Though born only 8 years after Mozart, Montgeroult 
wrote in an early Romantic style that was well ahead of 
her time. Many of the stylistic advances we find in her 
études anticipate those of Mendelssohn, Schumann and 
Chopin. Given the time at which she was writing, some of 
these are astonishing. 

Johannes Brahms (1833 –1897) composed for 
symphony orchestra, chamber ensembles, piano, organ, 
voice, and chorus. A virtuoso pianist, he premiered many 
of his own works. Brahms has been considered both a 
traditionalist and an innovator, by his contemporaries 
and by later writers. His music is rooted in the structures 
and compositional techniques of the Classical masters. 

William Grant Still , (1895-1978) known as the "Dean of 
African-American Composers," was born in Woodville, 
Mississippi and raised in Little Rock, Arkansas, where his 
mother was a high school English teacher. He began to 
study the violin at age 14 and taught himself to play a 
number of other instruments, excelling at the cello and 
oboe.  Although his abilities as a performer and arranger 
led to many opportunities for him beyond the concert 
hall, he was inspired by the career of Samuel Coleridge-
Taylor to become a composer of concert music and 
opera. 

Karol Maciej Szymanowski (1882 – 1937) was a Polish 
composer and pianist, the most celebrated Polish 
composer of the early 20th century. He is considered a 
member of the late 19th-/early 20th-century modernist 
movement Young Poland and widely viewed as one of 
the greatest Polish composers. 

His early works show the influence of the late Romantic 
German. Later, he developed an impressionistic and 
partially atonal style. His third period was influenced by 
the folk music of the Polish Górale people. 

He was awarded the highest national honors, including 
the Officer's Cross of the Order of Polonia Restituta, the 
Order of Merit of the Republic of Poland and other 
distinctions, both Polish and foreign. 

Join us for our next 
concert: 

Saxophone quartet Drive-In at Kilmory Castle on 
September 18th. Our very first drive-in so don’t miss 

out!  
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Clare Hammond


Acclaimed as a pianist of “amazing power and 
panache” (The Telegraph),  

Clare Hammond is recognised for the virtuosity and 
authority of her performances and has developed a 
“reputation for brilliantly imaginative concert 
programmes” (BBC Music Magazine). In 2016, she won the 
Royal Philharmonic Society's 'Young Artist Award' in 
recognition of outstanding achievement and in 2020 she 
was engaged to perform at the International Piano Series 
(Southbank Centre) and the Aldeburgh Festival.  

Performances during the pandemic included a live recital 
broadcast for BBC Radio 3 Lunchtime Concerts from St 
David’s Cardiff, recitals at Snape Maltings for Aldeburgh 
Music, and a broadcast of Carwithen’s piano concerto with 
the BBC Concert Orchestra (Gavin Sutherland). During the 
2020-21 season, Clare was engaged to perform with the 
Britten Sinfonia (Ryan Wigglesworth), Sinfonia Varsovia 
(Jacek Kaspszyk), Royal Philharmonic Orchestra (Christoph 
Altstaedt) and the BBC Symphony Orchestra (Dalia 
Stasevska). 

In recent seasons, Clare has performed Hesketh with the 
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra (Vasily Petrenko), 
Panufnik with the Warsaw Philharmonic Orchestra (Jacek 
Kaspszyk), Roxburgh with the BBC Symphony Orchestra 
(Michael Seal), and Connesson with the Philharmonia 
(Jamie Phillips). She gave the world premiere of Uncoiling 
The River by Kenneth Hesketh with the BBC National 
Orchestra of Wales (Martyn Brabbins) and released the 
Complete Keyboard Works of Myslivecek with the Swedish 
Chamber Orchestra (Nicholas McGegan) for BIS Records in 
2019.  

Clare’s discs for BIS have been widely praised with her 
latest, Variations, receiving extensive critical approval. 
Gramophone described her as a “pianist of extraordinary 
gifts”, The Times as a “player of immense power, tightly 
harnessed now to the moment’s expressive needs” and 
Crescendo (Belgium) hailed her as “one of the most 
exploratory pianistic personalities of our time”.The disc 
was commended for its “shimmering pianism and lightly-
worn virtuosity” (BBC Music Magazine) and “artistry of the 
highest order” (Musical Opinion). Clare’s discography 
includes world premiere recordings of over twenty 
works.  

Clare completed a BA at Cambridge University, where 
she obtained a double first in music, and undertook 
postgraduate study with Ronan O’Hora at the Guildhall 
School of Music & Drama.  

www.clarehammond.com  

info@clarehammond.com  


